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The Governing Body
of New Christ Church CE Primary School

NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS - July 2009

The end of the year — at least the school year — and an opportunity to look back as well as
forward. In January we were pleased to welcome Rosemary Byrde to the Governing Body as a
new Foundation Governor. Mrs Stokes has completed her term of office but will continue to
advise us so that we do not lose her experience and expertise.

As always with New Christ Church, there is much to celebrate. The school is thriving and
numbers are good. The children have worked hard and are a credit to their parents and their
teachers. They speak with confidence in public when they represent their school and with equal
confidence when they perform in public. The recent production of Jack and the Beanstalk was
outstanding and made me feel proud to be a governor!

One of the high points of the year was the award of the Gold Arts Mark, attained by very few
schools. This is a very special achievement and our congratulations go to all the staff for their
contributions, but especially to Miss Taylor who compiled the paperwork ... an enormous task.

We also were involved in a large financial management audit of the school (known as FMSIS).
This involved a great deal of effort from our Headteacher and Bursar, who, supported by the
governors, worked long into the evening to ensure all our policies and paperwork were in order.
| am pleased to say that to obtain a pass in this exercise was another achievement to be proud
of.

Not everything has run smoothly, however, and the lack of space in the playground has been a
problem. We are very grateful to parents for their patience, and, provided the weather is kind to
us, we can look forward to a splendid new hard surface by the beginning of the Autumn term.

The children who are leaving us go with our very best wishes. At the Leavers’ Service they look
back and talk about their memories of the school they have grown to love, but they can look
forward knowing that their future lives will be all the richer for the values and skills they have
learnt at New Christ Church. We thank Maria and her staff for their dedication and hard work and
for all they do for the children in their care.

Judith Thurlow - Chair of Governors
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Our Successes this year and what we hope to improve

New Christ Church continues to be an improving school and we are very proud of the many
achievements and successes in the past year.

Children in Reception are making good progress. Mrs Dunn and Miss Cox have worked
incredibly hard to provide a curriculum and learning environment which inspires and supports
children’s learning, and are giving the children a really strong foundation on which to build as
they prepare for the move into Year 1.

Children continue to make good progress in Years 1 and 2, and our Year 2 Assessments for this
year will show improvements in reading, writing and maths.

Progress in Years 3-6 is more variable, but this is mainly because of the numbers of children
who join our school later in the primary years. Year 6 test results will be lower this year than in
previous years, although progress for our ‘core pupils’ is expected to be good. We track pupil
progress very carefully at several points in the year and we know exactly how well every child is
doing in school.

We know that the quality of teaching is now consistently good because various inspections have
commented on this — your children’s teachers work incredibly hard to give the best opportunities
and experiences possible. We also know that your children are happy at school and really value
the good relationships they have with adults and with each other. Their behaviour is generally
very good indeed and we have enjoyed many, many situations where we have all felt incredibly
proud of them. Your children are just wonderful!

We’'re really pleased with the improving partnership we have with our parents — many of you
have shown great support for the school by joining with us for various events and activities. We
were particularly delighted for your enthusiastic responses during African arts week and our
Healthy Schools week — thank you. We’re hoping to build on this during the coming year and
see even more of you in school working with and learning alongside your children!

We were delighted to be awarded the Gold Arts Mark and Inclusion Quality Mark, and are
expecting to be successfully accredited as a Healthy School later on in July. These awards
recognise our good work in providing a varied curriculum which is so obviously enjoyed by the
children.

Next year, we really want to work on improving the teaching and learning in maths. We've done
some work on this already — changing the KS2 maths groups has had a real impact on
improving progress — but we know we need to do more. We’re already planning more open
mornings for parents as well as providing ‘booster’ sessions and 1:1 tuition for specific children.

We’re also going to be really looking at the quality of reading for the older children so they
become expert readers by the end of Year 6.

Working with and for the community is another key aim for the coming year — children will have
more opportunities to make a difference in the local and wider communities.

| have every confidence that during the coming year, this school will improve even more and |
look forward to working with everyone!

Maria Soulsby - Headteacher
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THE GOVERNING BODY

Mrs Judith Thurlow (Chair) Mr David Grimes Mrs Ghada Sampat
Miss Michele Bond Mr Chris Hernon Ms Maria Soulsby
Miss Rosemary Byrde Mrs Stacey Howarth Fr David West

Mr John Daniel Mr Graham Kirke Mrs Siobhan Wheston

Mrs Tracey Sandland (Clerk to the Governors)

The Committee Structure

Strategy & Premises Pupil Matters Staffing

Finance

Chair: John Chair: John Daniel | Chair: David Chair: Michele Bond
Daniel Grimes

Members: Members: Members: Members:

David Grimes Chris Hernon Michele Bond Rosemary Byrde
Chris Hernon Graham Kirke Stacey Howarth Ghada Sampat
Maria Soulsby Ghada Sampat Judith Thurlow Maria Soulsby
Judith Thurlow Lynda Stokes Siobhan Wheston
Siobhan Wheston | (Bursar)

Who are we?

Michele Bond: | have nearly completed 2 years in the role of Parent Governor (I have one son
who attends NCC). It has been a very enjoyable and interesting time as it is totally different from
my full-time working life in the Scientific Industry and it has given me an opportunity to gain new
insights into the Educational world, including the working of the school, also to grow as a person
with opportunities for training. It has been a great pleasure to be a part of a good team that
works together to achieve a brilliant school and | have a lot of respect for all the hard working
staff and associates. | hope to carry on fulfilling a useful role as a parent representative as a part
of the Staffing & Pupil Matters Committees and to be the named Governor for Child protection.
| have also been trained in safer recruitment and am also the link Governor for the School
Council.

Rosemary Byrde: | feel privileged to have been invited to join NCC as a Foundation Governor.
| have lived in Reading for many years, since | first came here as a student at Reading
University. For the last 10 years | have been working for Oxfam at the headquarters in Oxford,
mainly on Fairtrade; prior to that | had spent 5 years working in South East Asia. | am a regular
member of the congregation at Christ Church and have always particularly valued and
appreciated the close connection between the school, and the church and church choir. I look
forward to being able to support and contribute to the life of the school.

John Daniel: It gives me great satisfaction to support Maria and her team knowing well that
they are on a mission to build and shape the lives of our little ones. | work with specialised
software for a living but keep active my core interests in agricultural development by working
with charities in India and Burma. | also serve at Christ Church as church warden.
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David Grimes: | have lived in Reading for about 16 years and am a lecturer in Meteorology at
the University of Reading. | have one son at New Christ Church (Patrick) in Year6. | am on the
Governing Body and Pupil Matters Committee as a parent governor and have taken on the role
of overseeing the maths teaching within the school.

Chris Hernon: My little boy Luka is coming to the end of a happy and fruitful year in Reception
class. It's been amazing to watch his reading and counting come on in leaps and bounds. As a
parent governor I'm really pleased and proud to be able to help Maria and the staff create the
atmosphere that allows our children to achieve their potential. Our academic results continue to
improve each year, and my aim is to help ensure that this progress continues.

Stacey Howarth: | have worked at NCC for three years and | have been Deputy for the last two
years. | am proud to work here and be part of this fantastic school family and to work with the
children who continue to impress and amaze me daily.

Graham Kirke: Graham has worked at the school since the Fresh Start in 2000 and is currently
employed as an LSA as well as our Caretaker. He is also a bit of a computer whizz so helps out
the staff whenever he can!

Ghada Sampat: | would like to say thank you for giving me the chance to support a school we
all love and have faith in. I work for an International Telecom Company in a very demanding job
that requires a lot of patience. At the moment | am studying for my CCNA (Cisco Certified
Network Associate) as part of my development. | am originally from Sudan and due to my father
working for the UN | had the privilege of living in different countries and experiencing different
cultures.

Maria Soulsby: | am the Head Teacher and have been at NCC since the Fresh Start in 2000.
I've always enjoyed working in this community, taking great pride in the achievements of the
children and the school as a whole.

Judith Thurlow: | have been a Foundation Governor at New Christ Church for almost four years. |
taught German at Reading University for almost thirty years until I took early retirement five years ago.
As a regular member of the congregation at Christ Church | particularly welcome the opportunity to
share in the life of the school.

Fr David West: As long as | have been in Reading, since 1995, | have had a link with NCC
trying, in various ways, to help make our school a happy place for children and grown-ups alike.
It is a wonderful privilege for me to be a member of the NCC family!

Siobhdn Wheston: | work at BBC Monitoring in Caversham, where | manage a team of
engineers. It has been great to contribute to the school as a Governor. It is a privilege to watch
the school blossom. | am really looking forward to what we will achieve next year together for
the children.
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Governors Reports

Literacy

:2:." Reading has continued to be a focus this year across the school and we make
PERSTY sure that every child reads daily during the first hour of the day with target

¥ xy children reading more frequently. We encourage all children to read at home
daily. The Ruth Miskin, Read Write Inc scheme continues to be successful in
aiding our children to read and we are now in a great position where more and
more children are reading at their age appropriate level. We have restructured the reading
groups to now include guided reading sessions. This provides more opportunities for children to
read and enjoy whole books. The children have specific targets within their reading groups
which focus on different aspects of reading comprehension, these targets are shared with the
children so that they know what they need to do to improve.

Mrs West and Mrs Morbey continue to support children who need additional support with
Literacy and Mrs Elahi works with children for whom English is an additional language. All these
children continue to make very good progress because of the support they receive.

The teachers have been involved in a very exciting ‘Talk for writing’ training this year which
promotes creative approaches in the classroom using games and quick-fire activities to
‘jumpstart’ writing.

The school library is now used regularly with all children having opportunities to choose and
change their books.

The whole school has taken part in the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Children’s book
Award project. They have read selection of shortlisted books and produced book reviews and art
work related to the books. All classes have thoroughly enjoyed reading the books and
expressing and debating their different opinions

Maths

Maths is an area which many children and their parents have anxieties about, we have
continued to work hard to address these issues this year and are seeing the benefits. We
restructured the teaching groups in Key stage 2 to allow us to have four maths groups rather
than three, this meant that the groups were smaller and that all the children’s needs could be
more easily met. Children are assessed termly and since the last wave of assessments we have
broken down the groups even further; there are now have 5 teaching groups allowing children to
work in smaller groups to address and misconceptions and increase confidence progress at a
faster rate. The children have responded extremely well and feel that the lessons are
personalised to their learning.
e s

We have held one open morning in maths this year focusing on
addition calculations.

Another one of the successes in maths this year has been the
introduction of ‘Mathletics’, this online maths programme is hugely
popular with the children and covers all areas of learning. The children
particularly enjoy the ‘Mathletics live’ where they can challenge other
children from around the world in a quick fire mental maths competition. Teachers can keep

Page 5
COPOPOPPP00000 000000000000 0000090099909 99099%9%9%9%9%9

1222222222 222X 222222222 2222222222222 X2 2222 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X222 X2 2 X 2 2 X 4
1 222222222 2222222222222 2222 222222222 X2 2222 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X4



4442442222242 222222222222222222242422222222 244

track of the progress made by individuals and we now award the certificates gained by regular
practise, in celebrations assemblies. We have had many Bronze and a few Silver certificates,
we're waiting for the first ‘Gold Certificate and for one of our children to be ‘Mathlete of the
week’!

Stacey Howarth - Staff Governor

Premises

It has been a busy year for the Premises Committee. Last September we had the two cabins
installed on the playground. This was done to increase the space for the children as a whole. In
reception class the addition of a toilet and shower room has been completed and is working as
expected. Over the next six-week break we will be doing more building works in the school.
The first work to be carried out is the removal of the staffroom staircase to ease the flow of
children to the lower end of the school, mainly for health and safety reasons. This staircase will
be relocated to the existing Maths resources room. This will make the entrance for the infants
much easier. The second improvement we are doing is a multi-use games area (MUGA) on the
school field. This will give the children more area to play sports such as football and tennis. The
last place for improvement is the reception courtyard wall which is going to be repaired and
brought up to date. We hope you have a good break.

Graham Kirke - Foundation Governor and Premises Committee member

School and Parents

On speaking with a few of the parents, the first question | asked was, “Were they happy with
their child’s progress, if not how can we make things better for them?” The response was
unanimous that they were very pleased and could not think of anything they would like to
change.

| also asked the parents if they felt they were part of the school and community. There was an
overwhelming reaction saying they felt they were an active part of the school as all the concerns
they have highlighted through the academic year were dealt with in a satisfactory manner and all
issues taken into consideration. They also mentioned how friendly and understanding the staff
are. This made a big difference to all of them as these actions made the school a better place
for parents and their children.

The general consensus throughout the parents | talked to was, the family feeling generated
between the teaching staff, pupils and parents. This created a closer network for learning within
the school.

Dedication from both the teaching staff and parents to make the school a better environment
both academic and socially is overwhelming.

On the whole | would say the Parents are very happy with all areas and concepts within the New
Christ Church establishment.

Ghada Sampat - Parent Governor

Page 6
COPOPOPPP00000 000000000000 0000090099909 99099%9%9%9%9%9

1222222222 222X 222222222 2222222222222 X2 2222 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X222 X2 2 X 2 2 X 4
1 222222222 2222222222222 2222 222222222 X2 2222 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X2 2 X4



4442442222242 222222222222222222242422222222 244

The Friends

The Friends of New Christ Church have had a successful year with more and more parents
coming forward to share ideas and offer help. This year, the Friends hosted a fun packed disco,
a Christmas Fayre, a cake and uniform sale, an Easter competition and raffle and the Summer
Fun Night. The Friends have put some of the money raised towards paying for a Farm to visit
the school at the summer fun night. They plan to work together with the school council to get the
children’s views on what the money raised should be put towards and ideas for future events.

The Friends greatly appreciate all the donations and time that parents offer and always welcome
new parents to meeting and events.

Stacey Howarth - Staff Governor and ‘Friends’ Link Governor

Church and Community

If you have been to one of the Easter productions by the children of New
Christ Church Primary enacting the story of the cross at our church, you
might get an indication of how deep and meaningful the participation of the
Church is in the school, and vice versa.

The Head Teacher recently asked the school-leavers to produce a work of
art about any aspect of the school which has had the most impact on their
lives at NCC Primary. My daughter created a clay model of the rainbow room without second
thought. The school is famous for this Rainbow Room, a place to reflect, a space where a child
begins to dig into her/his own spiritual resources. It is this spiritual dimension to a child’s
education that the church adds. Religious Education primarily promotes, through the active
involvement of Fr David and a specialised teacher Mrs West, a sense of morality and spirituality
alongside reading, writing and arithmetic.

The school attracts children of all faiths. For a “family-sized” school New Christ Church must be
one of the most diverse in the region. Agnostics, Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jews, Muslims,
to name the more frequently noticed religious backgrounds, all seem to find a happy place in this
school where their beliefs are not questioned but simply drawn to explore their spirituality.

Is it surprising that the School won the award for “Inclusivity”?
John Daniel - Foundation Governor
SEN

‘All children have the right to a challenging and fulfilling education suited to their needs and
aspirations’. This year Mrs West gave a presentation on Gifted and Talented to the staff and
began with these words. They reflect the inclusive philosophy which underpins the school’s
attitude to educational provision and which ensures that every child, whatever their ability or
need, is catered for.

New Christ Church is now addressing the needs of gifted and talented children in a systematic
way. The school has measured its own provision against national standards in order to identify
where it is now and how it can move forward. This is an important step but the process will be
ongoing, as the school reflects on the ways it can stimulate and challenge the gifted and
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talented and tracks the progress the children make. Challenge is a key word. The children are
encouraged to confront difficult questions, to explore different viewpoints, to think for
themselves, to formulate their own opinions and to design tasks for themselves. More
specifically the school will aim to raise standards in English and Maths for the more able
learners. For many a new kind of challenge is presented by the boys of Reading School who
teach them chess on a regular basis!

Evidence suggests that all children benefit when the needs of gifted and talented children are
addressed in this kind of way, an added benefit in a school like New Christ Church with a high
proportion of children on the Special Needs Register, above the national average. Numbers
fluctuate, but the most recent check shows that there are 39 children on the register, 6 more
than last year and roughly a quarter of the number of children in the school. Most are registered
on the lowest level of intervention, but there are 2 children with a statement receiving individual
attention. The school uses a highly detailed tracking and monitoring system to highlight
problems and at the moment is targeting children who are borderline, whose needs are not
serious enough to warrant inclusion on the register but who would benefit from extra attention.
Progress is being made with so called Provision Mapping, a detailed description and record of
the kind of provision and intervention which is given to children according to their needs. This is
a huge task, but once completed will be an invaluable tool in the school’s provision for children
with special needs.

| am satisfied that the Inclusion Manager carries out her tasks in a highly conscientious way and
endeavours always to act in the best interests of the children.

Judith Thurlow - Chair of Governors/SEN Link Governor

HEALTH & WELLBEING OF PUPILS
Every child matters at New Christ Church

Staff at the school continue to work hard to ensure that the children grow healthy, stay safe and
find enjoyment in all they do and achieve through their work to make a positive contribution to
school life. So in the end they are equipped to grow up to enjoy an economic well-being. NCC
recognise that pupils’ welfare is a key priority as well as their education.

We ensure the safety and security by checking and promoting the safeguarding of the children
by having all the relevant policies are in place and that they are being adhered to, the teachers
are fully and relevantly trained, CRB checks have been done, CCTV is in place and excellent
playground supervision. There have been some additions recently to the school, which includes
a new security gate, promoting safer parking outside the school and Internet safety.

The school has recently held a Healthy week and has completed a Healthy School Project. In
addition, there has been a successful improvement in the school dinners. We responded quickly
to the Swine Fever Epidemic. We continue to have free fruit for KS1 children and the children
partake in PE at least once a week. Future Healthy projects are planned.

The pupils have had a variety of visits and trips including the look out, the hospital, Shakespeare
workshops and a puppet show. There have been plenty of competitions and also had a science
and arts week.

Pupils are encouraged to express their views through questionnaires and the School council,
including-involvement in the school meal consultation, 2 children have been invited to present at
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the diocesan conference to express what makes our school special. Gifted and talented
children are encouraged, chance of external music lessons and there is a good variety of after-
school club activities,.Candletime and Show and Tell continues as does assembly celebrations
for birthdays and good behaviour. We celebrate everybody’s festivals to show we care and
respect all religions.

Good behaviour is important to NCC and the pupils are encouraged by rewards charts and
stickers, top table, and the golden box. Also they are encouraged follow the code of conduct to
respect everyone and everything.

Bullying or bad behaviour is not condoned and recently a Card system was introduced to
manage behaviour and from the recent questionnaire it has been a good idea, so we hope it
continues to be a success.

NCC continues to provide a happy safe and secure learning environment for its children and
staff, where we aim to carry on providing an environment based on Christian values- all
individuals are treated with fairness, respect and equality.

Michele Bond - Parent Governor /Every Child Matters Link

Out of school activities

This year the pupils wrote to tell the Governors about what they did and learned during out of
school activities. It would be great to add all the excellent letters here but | am limited to one
paragraph. Here is a taste of what the children said.

* There were visits to Eton, Mill Rythe, Hayling Island, and a play called “Why the whales
came”.

* Outdoor Art: Qior, gardening, gymnastics, street dancing, football, rounders, golf.

* After School Club, Sunday Club, Stomp Club, Swimming, Cooking.

* Performing Arts, pantomime, drama, choir singing, making music with tins (Stomp) and
Gardening.

This is what the pupils said they enjoyed and learned.

Learning new sports and skills. Being very active.

Making friends. Taking part in drama and the talent show.

9

-l

22
v

*
'

How to write in Latin with feather pens (relating to Tudor times). Learning
about life during Tudor times through re-enactment and learning about
history.

Visiting the Chapel and hearing the organ being played, Choir practice, learning new songs.
Pizza making, Mime, Cooking.
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- Mathematics - “because it educates me further in maths”.
- Spellodrome — “because it helps with spelling”.-
Look-out Centre in Bracknell - "because it was an outstanding Science Project”.
- Learned activities like fencing, raft building.
- Jack and The Beanstalk — “because you get to learn new songs”.
- Learning to spell through Spellodrome

Their favourite experiences were:

- Re-enacting Tudor times, writing in Latin, ongoing learning a variety of new skills,
getting lots of exercise, Performing arts, taking part in lots of different sporting activities.
- Making new friends, Meeting people of all age groups —
“Age does not matter when making new friends”. n
- Discussion in the WEC Pupil Council, trying to bring all
Whitley schools together <
- After Schools Club and cooking.

\C4

It is fantastic that these are such valuable experiences and this is a credit to everyone who
contributes time energy and enthusiasm.

Siobhan Wheston - Local Authority Appointed Governor

How we look after our children

At a recent meeting held in the Civic Centre, which was attended by representatives of our
School Council, the children were asked to say why their own school was special. ‘Because we
are loved’ was the reply from New Christ Church. We were all touched by that response,
because of what it says about our school, about our children and about the way we look after
them. What was most important to the child who spoke was not the school dinners or break-time
or having fun, but the feeling of being loved, and if they feel loved and secure at school, then the
children will learn and they will flourish.

So how do we look after our children? We begin at the beginning with the induction programme
for new pupils when they can be visited in their homes and introduced into the school in a way
which ensures that the transition from home to school is as smooth and happy as possible.
Throughout their school life academic progress is tracked and monitored in a rigorous way to
ensure that no one falls by the wayside and every child is encouraged to fulfil their potential.
There is stress on discipline and good behaviour so that the children can learn in a calm and
ordered environment. We try to ensure the children understand the importance of healthy eating
and a healthy life style and both children and staff have been working very hard this year for the
Healthy Schools Award. The wonderful display of art work at the end of the spring term shows
how the creative side of the children is fostered and the CD - which you can now all buy!! —
shows the importance the school attaches to singing and music. The children sing their hearts
out in a way which is truly inspirational! And the daily assembly encourages the children to
reflect on the Christian values on which our school is founded and which underpin everything we
do.

Judith Thurlow - Chair of Governors
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®

WHAT THE CHILDREN SAY... ')
(School Council and Pupils) h

The school council is made up from two representatives from each class. \//
These pupils are elected into the role after giving election speeches to their

peers. These representatives have the important job of representing the views and ideas of
their class peers at weekly meetings with a link teacher.

The changes that the school council have helped to bring about are: more skipping ropes,
afternoon games, making a quiet club and checking on the new school dinners. These are some
of the views and comments from the School Council and a selection of pupils who | had the
greatest of pleasure in talking to.

“Good and fair school
“Love being on the school counci |,

“Good opportunityhtoolwdr k with ottt

Behavi our i shawngtheeCaradsystenyhelgsoNood bul |y

Enjoy being a part of the School

“Love ouweghadenpl anted | ots of ve
“Feel safe becausnedsl ahraovuend omes” o f
“There is nothing | would change ¢
“1 | ove Miskin because it helps my
“1 enjoy Maths because it is a che

“Love coming to school as I liketolearn-i f you wor k hard
“NCC i s speciaak bhetaasengdu

“The school dinners are better n oy

The most important point that came across from all the pupils that | spoke to was that they felt
very safe and happy and they knew who to go to if they needed any help. They loved their
teachers who they felt were helpful, approachable, supportive and protective.

Michele Bond - Parent Governor

We hope you found our newsletter useful and informative - if you have any feedback,
please let us know. Contact the Clerk to the Governors on tracey.sandland@sky.com or
leave a note with the school office.
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